Puerto Rico -1 (for Gabriel)
Basic Information
Puerto Rico is a Caribbean island and a territory of the United States.
Capital City: San Juan
Population: About 3.2 million people
Official Languages: Spanish and English
Currency: United States Dollar (USD)
Location
Puerto Rico is located in the Caribbean Sea.
It is east of the Dominican Republic and west of the Virgin Islands.
Climate
Puerto Rico has a tropical climate.
The weather is warm and sunny most of the year.
Hurricane season usually lasts from June to November.
Geography & Nature
Puerto Rico is famous for beaches, rainforests, caves, and mountains.
El Yunque is the only tropical rainforest in the U.S. National Forest System.
The island has beautiful waterfalls and coral reefs.
History
Puerto Rico was originally inhabited by the Taíno people.
Christopher Columbus arrived in 1493.
Puerto Rico became a territory of the United States in 1898.
Culture & Traditions
Puerto Rican culture combines Spanish, African, and Taíno influences.
Music and dancing are very important.
Popular music styles include salsa, reggaeton, and bomba.
Food
Popular foods include mofongo, arroz con gandules, tostones, empanadas, and lechón.
Puerto Rican food uses rice, beans, plantains, and seafood.
Tourism
Puerto Rico is a popular tourist destination.
Famous attractions include Old San Juan, El Yunque Rainforest, and Flamenco Beach.
Luxury Hotels
Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve
Fairmont El San Juan Hotel
Condado Vanderbilt Hotel
Beaches
Flamenco Beach
Condado Beach
Luquillo Beach
Crash Boat Beach
Sports
Popular sports include baseball, basketball, boxing, and surfing.
Fun Facts
Puerto Rico has glowing bioluminescent bays.
The coquí frog is a famous symbol of Puerto Rico.
Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens.
San Juan is one of the oldest cities in the Americas.
Why Puerto Rico Is Important
Puerto Rico is important for its culture, tourism, music, history, and Caribbean location.
